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Hot "-.:|'.|:'_-. :|.;Z.I':-I.|-.| County) native Billy Bob Thornton's l!l Entr‘ies

15 an actor, director, sereenwriter, and musician who began
. . . i . . BY CATEGORY »
his hilm career in the late 19808 and has since starred in a
number of popular and eritically acclaimed films. He received
an Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay for Sling
Blade (1996). Thornton has been married five times {most
notably to actress Angelina Jolie) and has four children. He

remains .||'.-:I'. ciated worldwide for his talent and known for |_! M-E.'diﬂ

antique furniture and reptiles), as well as his openness about
dealing with obsessive compulsive disorder BY CATEGORY > m

Learn mere about Eill'lf Bob Thernton > Bull Shoals Dam
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&L EHTRIES FLOGCD OF 1927

Flood of 1927

AKA: Great Flood of 1927
AKA: Mississipp River Flood of 1927
AKA: 1927 Flood

The Flood of 1927 was the most destructive and costly flood in Arkansas history and one of the worst in the history
of the nation. It afflicted Arkansas with a greater amount of devastation, both human and monetary, than the other
affected states in the Mississippi River Valley. It had social and political ramifications which changed the way
Arkansas, as well as the nation, viewed relief from natural disasters and the responsibility of government in aiding

the victims, echoing the Hurricane Katrina disaster in the present day.

In largely agrarian Arkansas, the Flood of 1927 covered about 6,600 square miles, with thirty-six out of seventy-five
Arkansas counties under water up to thirty feet deep in places. In Arkansas, more people were affected by the
floodwaters (over 350,000), more farmland inundated (over two million acres), more Red Cross camps were needed
(eighty of the 154 total), and more families received relief than any other state (41,243). In Arkansas, almost 100
people died, more than any state except Mississippi. In monetary terms, the losses in Arkansas (totaling over $1

million in 1927 dollars for relief and recovery) surpassed any other affected state.

The Flood of 1927 had its origins both in nature and in man. In the late 19208, technological advances kept pace with
the growing economy. Heavy machinery enabled the construction of a vast system of levees to hold back rivers that
tended to overrun their banks. Drainage projects opened up new, low-lying lands that had once been forests but had

been left bare by the timber industry.

=7,600

entries

B ENTRY Fload of 1927

TIME PERIQOD

Early Twentieth Century (1201 - 1940)

CATEGORY

Environment  Land and Resources ' Matural Disasters

TYPE

Event

LESSOM PLANS

1927 Floed (Grades 5-8)

Arkansas’s Top Ten Events (Grades 6-12)
Hard Times (Grades 7-12)

Mucket Mania (Grades 6-12)

Rellin’ en the River [Grades 5-12)
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ALL ENTRIES RIVERS, DIANA

Diana Rivers (1931-)

Diana Rivers is an anthor, artist, and promoter of women's communities and art venues. Rivers has published
DUIINArD tories and eight novels in the genre of 5 aven of which compose the Hadra

ives in Madison County.

Diana Rivers was born Diana Duer Smith on October 17, 1931, in New York City and grew up in suburban New
Jersey near Morristown. Her parents, Schuyler Smith and Elizabeth Larocque, separated before she was three years
old. Her mother wrote poems and stories, publishing a book of w in 1930. Ri reat-aunt

or for

is family in rural Maine fo
where she met her future husband.

| in the early
Europe to study art. Their fir
through France, Italy, and Gre

was born in Par

camping trip te
d the Hog Farm commmune had moved after the
and California. Rivers had
previ al A E tually d in B alley near Jasper (Newton County),
where she started an intentional community of people wanting to live sustainably upon the land. After a fo
as, as the community alled, became an all-women’s community. Rive 15e her last name in
honor of her new life. She built her own cabin in the and began writing short stories based on her community

B ENTRY Diana Rivers (1931-)
TIME PERIOD

Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform (1968-2022)

CATEGORY
Arts | Fiction | Literature and Authors | Sculpture

Wisual Arts

TYPE

Person

RACE & ETHHICITY
White
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Female
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Maria Christina DeColores Moroles
(1953-)

=0 known by the ceremonial names Sun Hawk and Aguila) is best known for
vton County)
omen and children
ving on the
-acre wilderness preserve in 1976, (Maroles prefers the pan-Indian term “two spirit” to the term “lesbian” to
be a third or non-binary gender identification and sexual orientation that derives from Native American

ceremonial roles and culture.)

Maria Christina DeColores Moroles was born on October 17, 1953, in Corpus Christi, Texas, to Jose Elizondo

Moroles of Nuevo Leon, Mexico, and Maria Bautista Moroles of Robstown, Texas. She was one of six siblings. Her

parents engaged in farm, factory, domestic, and janitorial labor before her father worked his way into management
Vision optical company. Eventually, both parents a ster mu 0 ipate in the business

T

operations of her brother Jesus Moroles, an internationally renowned large installation granite sculptor.

Growing up in Dallas, Texas, Moroles ended her formal schooling in the seventh grade in response to the poverty,
racism, and sexual violence she encountered. She eventually earned a General Education Diploma (GED). At age
fifteen, Moroles married David Paige; their daughter, Jennifer Jo, was born in 1971. She then moved to

northwestern Arkansas, where she became involved in the burgeoning women’s community.

Initially, in 1976, Moroles and her daughter lived on property in Ponca owned by a lesbian land collective called

R EMTRY

Maris Chrsting DeColores Moroles (1953-)

TIME PERIOD

Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform (1268-2(

CATEGORY
Ciwil F!ights and Social Change Gender and Ee:malit],r

Sexual Orientation . Women

TYPE

Person

RACE & ETHHICITY

Hispani-: or Latin American

GEMDER

Fermale

RELATED EMTRIES
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ALL ENTRIES SCOTT, MELISSA ELAINE

Melissa Elaine Scott (1960-)

TIME PERICD
A scholar who followed her father, a prominent lawvyer, from Little Rock Central High School to the academic Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform (1968-2022)
citadels of the east, Melissa Scott turned to writing fiction in the 19805 and became one of the most honored and
prolific authors of English-languag nce fiction. Over nearly forty vears, she has published eighteen original

CATEGORY

Fiction ' Literature and Authors

1der and sexuality. The genre of science fiction furnish g
‘berspace and interstellar travel—in which LGBTQ+ identities

TYPE

Person

in Little Rock (Pulaski County). Her father, Izaac Alexander

- . T 1 o . - - RACE & ETHHICITY
Scott, graduated from Little Rock (later Central) High Scho t a bachel e from Harvard College 3

and a law degree from the University of Arkansas (UA) in Favetteville (Washington County), and spenta White

long career at the large corporate law firm headed by Edward L. Wright. Her mother, Elaine Hoffman Scott of North
Carolina, attended Welles , tained a master’s 2 in English from the University of Mississippi in CENDER
rd, and, after marrying Tke §
. R Female
Benton counties) and Little

RELATED EMTRIES

i li Literature and Authors

;/'1 Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform,

. - — o . Sw M 1968-2022
literary journal, The Labyrinth, illustrated her promis writer. e ¥

While earning a bachelo aree in history at Harvard College in 1981, Scott helped produce a college-sanctioned
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ALL ENTRIES LOYD, ROBERT

Robert Loyd (1949-2015)

TIME PERIOD
Robert Loyd—along with his husband, John Schenck—was an activist for lesbian, gay, bisexmal, and Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform (1968-2022)
transgender (LGBT) rights in Arkansas, especially same-sex marriage. He was also a business owner and a
veteran of the Vietnam War. Loyd and Schenck co-founded Conway’s Pride Parade and were plaintiffs in Wright
v. Arkansas, a challenge to the state’s ban on same-sex marriage. CATEGORY
Civil Rights and Social Change ' Gender and Sexuality

Ralph Robert Lovd, called Robert or Bobby, was born in Nuremberg, Germany, on September 24, 1949, to Inge and Individuals | Individuals and Units |/ Military Science

Trov Loyvd. His mother had served in Germany's regular army, and his father was an American soldier. Loyd’s father o e
- - 8 = - - Sexual Orientation

brought his wife and son to America when Loyd was three. They lived in Damascus (Van Buren and Faulkner

counties). In 1968, at his parents’ insistence, Loyd joined the U.5. Army, leaving to fight in the Vietnam War in

March 1968. He worked in communications, often in areas that saw extensive fishting. After leaving Vietnam, he TYPE

was stationed in Colorado and then Germany. Person

Lovd left the army in ), moving to West Palm Beach, Florida, to work as a haird As his clients often spent

most of the year in New York, he had many of the same clients as John Schenck, a hairdresser working on Long RACE & ETHNICITY

Island. They learned of these shared clients after they began dating. Loyd moved to New York, and the couple then White
moved to Arkansas in 1978 to care for Loyd’s mother after the death of Loyd's father.

Lovd and Schenck opened the Lion’s Den hair salon in an old gas station outside of Damascus, and then opened GENDER
others in Greers Ferry (Cleburne County), Heber Springs (Cleburne County) and Little Rock (Pulaski Male
County). They moved to Conway (Faulkner County) in 1986 and soon purchased a Victorian house near

downtown. They opened the Special Effects salon in the house, which they eventually painted bright pink. Later, a
“Teach Tolerance” sign was added, and the fence around the yard was painted in rainbow colors. RELATED ENTRIES

. . . gl Civil Rights Secial C &
The -:.I:ILIP-]E'dlll not involve themsaly ii_ Civil Rights and Secial Chang

law enforcement in 2 which they saw as motiv by homophobia, and public anti-gay comments from
. -, i ) . L . ; Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform,
Governor Mike Huckabee. They said they lost many salon clients at first because of their activism. N 1968-2022



RELATED ENTRIES
e AT S e et [ - I . . ' Civil F’.‘ights and Social Change
olve themselves in gay-rights activism until a conflict with Conway and Faulkner County = o

law enforcement in 2003, which they saw as moti w homophobia, and public anti-gay comments from

; [Zli'-ri-r.genl: Pras FIE-riL':,' and the Arc of Reform,
£ 0N 1968-2022

Governor Mike Huckabee. They said they lost many salon clients at first because of their activism.
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ALL ENTRIES LLMCIE'S PLACE

Lucie's Place

Lucie’s Place of Little Rock (Pulaski County) is a nonprofit organization providing support for LGBTQ+
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning/queer i
se management, and job skills trainir

0ple experiend

; Flace was founded by Penelope Popp

wanted to start an organization to

communicate the pr

American Center for Pn

g ify as LGET(Q despite the
0 ten percent of the general population. Lucie’s Place officially gained

onprofit status in June , and much of the nization’s early fi - on reaching out and teaming
up with other homel rvice providers in the state to advocate on behalf of LG

services.

Dugzar of the television show 19 and Coumting. Wo raed follow ring b
donating to Lucie’s Place. The donations brought in by this campaign all over the world helped Poppers to open the
drop-in center in the 3oo Spring Street Building in August 2015. The location served as a hub where members ¢

come for intake, case management, and other support. It also served as office 5

Poppers bec

TIME PERICD
Di'ferger:t Pr-}sperit}r and the Arc of Reform (1968-2022)
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ALL ENTRIES HYMAN, RALFH ALLEN

Ralph Allen Hyman (1951-)

Ralph Allen Hyman, an activist on behalf of LGBTQ+ rights, as well as for those with AIDS, was the first openly
gay candidate for the Arkansas General Assembly. He also was a ¢ ofounder of the Arkansas zay and Lesbian
Task Force, the Arkansas 4] DS Foundation, and The Weekend Theater.

Born on April 18, 1951, to a Jewish family in Davenport, Iowa, Ralph Hyman is the sop of Leroy Hyman and
Dorothy Cohen Hyman. He came out as gay at the age of eighteen ang graduated from La Mirada High School in
California in 1969. He attended New York University, graduating i

2d on homosexuality and the mental health pro e completed a master's 4
general psychology from the City University of New York. For his doctorate, he enrolled at Anbum University in
Auburn, Alabama. R a joint internship in 1978 with the Elizabeth Mitchel] Children’s Center, Arkansas
State Hospital, and Litfle p ommunity Health Center, he mo ved to Little Rock (Pulaski County). He
completed his r of Education de gree in 1980.

Choosing Little Rock as his Permanent residence, Hyman established a private Practice. His clientele included those
with mental illne » Peaple struggling with their sexnality, AIDS patients, angd transgender people. He

established support ET0ups 1or gay men and leshians, ransgender people, and their families, In 1981, he met his life

Partner, Mark Terry Burnette, a civil rights and education Jaw attornay,

o~

5 Gay Rights (AGR), a gay and lesbian rights Organization. In 1983, he
mality” at the University of Arkansas (UA)in
sentative Travis Dowd of Texarkana (Miller
“all lawful measures” tg st mosexnality on their
The bill died in committes, Upon AGR disbanding in 1986, he and other activists founded the Arkansas
Gay and Lesbian Task Force,

A Democrat, he ran for state representative from District 59 in 1900—the first g penly gay candidate for the

RUENTRY  Ralph Allen Hyman (1951-)

TIME PERIOD
Divergent F’r:}ip»‘:rit}a‘ and the Arc of Reform (1968-2022)

CATEGORY
Ciwil F‘ights and Social Change Gender and Se:-cualit},r

Sexual Orientation

RACE & ETHN ICITY
White

GEMDER
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ALL EMTRIES WERB, KATHY LYHETTE

Kathy Lynette Webb (1949-)

Kathy Webb—the first openly gay member of the Arkansas General Assembly—has had a long career in private
busir most notably as co-owner of Lilly's Dim Sum Then Some restaurant), philanthropy, and local and state
sovernment. She has also been a leader in the women's rights movement. Webb, wh ast cancer, served
as the founding president of the Chicago-area Susan . Komen Cancer Foundation.

Eathy Lynette Webb was born in Blythewville (Mississippi County) on October 21, 1949, The voungest of thres
children—with a brother twelve vears older and a sister nine y der—of Maurice Webb and Atha Webb
sraduated from Hall High School in Little Rock (Pulaski County) befor

Colleg ; Randolp : Virginia. Graduating in 1971, she earned a BA in political science and also plaved

g on to Randolph-Macon Woman's

on the b : , as married to a man from
1073 to 1975.

After college, Web b nzas, where she w 0 z o for an office supply

company. She als
of the National Organization for Women (NOW). In 1

ad of the Pulaski County affiliate

he won election as national secretary, the only
winning candidate who had not been endorsed by the incumbent administration. She was subsequently reelected
and served in that position through the end of 1957
Webb took a break from public life a Domino’s pizza restaurant in Roslyn, Virginia. She earned the
company’s Rookie Manager of the Year Award, the first woman in corporation history to be so honored. In 1904,
Webb moved to Chicago, Illinois, to become regional vice president of Bruegger's Bakeries, After working for

r's for a fe . named after her father’s

1in Ark

B ENTRY  Kathy Lynette Webb (1949-)

TIME PERICD
Di'-*erg-z-rut Pr-}iperit}r and the Arc of Reform (1968-2022)

CATEGORY
Business and Economics ' Business Leaders

Government and Politics | Local | Pulaski Leaders

TYFE

Person

RACE & ETHHICITY
White

GEMDER

Female
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Major Griffin-Gracy (194 0s?-

AKA: Miss Major

Major Griffin-Gracy, or Miss Major as she is commonly known, is a transgender African American community
organizer who has been an activist in groundbreaking LGBTQ+ movements since the 1960s. From Chicago, to
New York, to San Francisco, and, finally, in Little Rock (Pulaski County), Miss Major has spent her life serving

the LGBTQ+ community.

Miss Major was born in the 1940s, assigned male at birth, in the Chicago, Illinois, area. (In her biography, she states

that she is unsure of what vear she was born and that she doubts official records.) Her family was part of the Black

En Espanol

About Donate Contact Search Q

& PRINT < SHARE

B! RELATED ENTRIES

T
#‘L Civil Rights and Social Change

Divergent Prosperity and the Arc of Reform,
LY 1968-2022

| AP

BE English




CALS

ENCYCLOPEDIA
OF ARKANSAS

b

ALL ENTRIES

New York, i Francisco, and, finallv, in Little Ko<.C

the LGBTQ+ community. &
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ALL ENTRIES LITERATURE & AUTHORS FICTION

Daniel Black (1965-)

Daniel Black is a nationally renowned, award-winning novelist. His works are inspired by African-American life,

history, and heritage in the South—encompassing themes of race, religion, and sexuality.

Daniel Black was born on November 28, 1965, in Kansas City, Kansas, but grew up in Arkansas in Blackwell
(Conway County). His great-grandmother, Stella Swinton, was his childhood caregiver. He graduated from

Morrilton High School in Morrilton (Conway County).

Upon graduation from Clark College (now Clark Atlanta University) in Atlanta, Georgia, in 1988, he was awarded a

full fellowship to Temple University, where he earned a master’s in 1990 and a doctorate in 1992, both in African-
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ALL ENTRIES LITERATURE & AUTHORS FICTION

Daniel Black (1965-)
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